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"Semantic Shift in Andalusian Poetic Text: An Analytical Study of Aesthetic and Semantic
Dimensions"

Rasha Darbaa

Abstract

This research addresses the topic of semantic shift in Andalusian poetic texts, highlighting it as one of
the prominent stylistic phenomena characterizing this genre of poetry. Semantic shift involves
transforming the conventional meanings of words and phrases into new and unfamiliar significances,
contributing to specific artistic and aesthetic effects. The study aims to explore how Andalusian poets
employ semantic shift to achieve distinctive artistic and aesthetic impacts. Through an analytical study
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of selected examples of Andalusian poetry, the research seeks to identify the semantic patterns used
and understand their influence on the reader.

The research focuses on several literary theories explaining semantic shift and its applications,
including metaphor theory, rhetoric theory, and interpretation theory. The analysis covers various
semantic patterns such as spatial metaphor, personification, simile, and wordplay, and how they are
utilized in Andalusian poetic texts. The results revealed that semantic shift plays a crucial role in
enriching poetic texts and enhancing their aesthetic and semantic depth.

Andalusian poets employed multiple techniques to achieve semantic shift, adding richness and depth
to their texts. These techniques were not merely playful manipulations of words but were part of a
comprehensive strategy aimed at achieving profound artistic and semantic effects.

The research concluded that semantic shift in Andalusian poetry contributes to conveying the poet’s
experience and emotions in innovative ways that transcend traditional expressions, thereby enhancing
the appeal and interaction of Andalusian poetic texts with readers. Further studies are recommended to
expand the understanding of semantic shift in Arabic literature in general and Andalusian literature in
particular.

Keywords:

Semantic shift, Andalusian poetry, stylistics, rhetoric, semantic analysis, personification, metaphor,
simile, wordplay.
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